
Mobberley Rail Trail Walk 

 

This circular walk explores the beautiful countryside of one of the oldest parishes in England 

 

 
 

Grade Easy

Distance 4 miles /6 km

Time 2 hours

Start Mobberley Railway Station

Map OS Explorer 268

Terrain Mostly flat but with numerous stiles

Barriers 18 stiles, 7 kissing gates

Toilets At refreshment stops

Contact
Public Rights of Way

Tel. 01270 686029



 
Route Details
 

This circular walk explores the beautiful countryside in the Parish of Mobberley, one of the oldest parishes in England.

The area is rich in history and the route passes the church of St Wilfrid and St Mary which dates back to 1245 and is

certainly worthy of a visit. The railway station was built in 1862, followed by the Railway Inn which was no doubt much

appreciated by weary travellers! With another public house on the route, the Church Inn, excellent food and toilet

facilities are readily available.  

 

 

 

The walk combines a range of footpaths through pasture and arable fields, as well as country lanes and an impressive

stretch which crosses the approach to the runway of Manchester Airport. Here is where the incoming planes loom at

what feels like just a few feet overhead!  

 

 

 

Terrain The route is mostly flat but has numerous stiles and is therefore unsuitable for wheelchair users or those with

mobility problems.  There are some wet and boggy areas and walking boots are a necessity. 

 

 

 

Barriers 18 stiles, 7 kissing gates 

 

 

 

Toilets Toilet facilities are available at the refreshment stops. 

 

 

 

Refreshments 

 

The Church Inn (Dog friendly) 

 

Tel: 01565 872651 Open for lunch Tuesday to Saturday 12 noon – 2.30pm, Sundays 12 noon – 3pm Open for

evening meals Tuesday to Saturday 6pm – 9pm  

 

The Railway Inn (Dog friendly) 

 

Tel: 01565 873155 Food service Monday to Friday 12.00 noon – 2.30pm & 6-9.30pm Saturday 12 noon - 9.30pm

Sundays 12 noon – 9pm 

 

 



 

This route forms one of the Knutsford Rail Walks leaflet which is a collection of local walks from railway stations in the

Knutsford Local Area Partnership.  The leaflet was developed by members of the partnership and the Mid Cheshire

Rail Users' Association.



 
Directions 

1. Leave the railway station by the platform for the Chester train and walk uphill a few metres to a gate and footpath

sign on the left through a field. 

 

2. Enter the field and follow the footpath along the left hand field margin until you come to a hedge at a right angle in

front of you in approximately 200 metres.  Turn diagonally right towards a lone gate with a footpath marker on it, in the

middle of the field. 

 

3. Proceed ahead to the corner of the field where the path leads through a small copse down to a stream. 

 

4. Cross the stream by the bridge and proceed across the field and over the stile on to a lane.  

 

5. Turn right along the lane. 

 

6. At a road sign on the left indicating a sharp bend just past Owen House Farm, take the footpath to the left over a

stile and bear slightly right across the field.  A narrow gap in the fence indicates the route, which proceeds into a

second field. Cross this field towards a stile and footpath sign on the far side. 

 

7. Cross the stile and a stream between two ponds and carry on across the next field to another stile and footpath sign

to the left of the pylon. 

 

8. Enter the next field and, skirting the right hand side of the pond, head across the field to a stile (to the left of the

gate).  To your right you will see the lights of the airport runway and may like to spend some time watching the

succession of planes as they roar overhead!  Please take note that the runway is only in use at busy times of the day,

(i.e. breakfast and tea time) so you may not always see the departure and arrival of the planes. 

 

9. Cross the stile and then immediately cross a second stile to then cross a tarmac track to yet another stile. Crossing

this stile leads to a path bordered by high hedges of dog rose, hawthorn, blackthorn and willow. 

 

10. Climb the next stile and keep following the path, with farm buildings to your right to a further stile onto Lady Lane. 

 

11. Turn right along the lane and take the first turning on the left (Davenport Lane).  Immediately after Willow House,

take the footpath to the right, through a kissing gate. 

 

12. Proceed through 3 fields via 4 kissing gates. Mobberley Church can now be seen in the distance.  

 

13. At the end of the 3rd field, turn right towards a double kissing gate at the field boundaries.  Go through the gates



and continue along the footpath towards the church, passing Mobberley Primary School playing field on your right. 

 

14. Exit the field at the kissing gate into the car park of the Church Inn. 

 

15. Turn right onto the road, taking time to visit the beautiful Church of St Wilfrid and St Mary. 

 

16. Carry on a short distance along the road to a right hand bend, and then take a footpath on the left hand side of the

road between a dairy farm and a bungalow. 

 

17. Climb 2 stiles in quick succession onto a well marked track across a field and over a further stile into the next field. 

 

18. At the bottom of this field, climb a stile (to the left of a gate) and continue until almost the end of the next field.

Climb a stile on the left and walk along the field boundary towards a factory complex. At the end of the field, on the

right, climb another stile into the next field. 

 

19. Leave the field by a stile into a farmyard and continue on the marked path straight ahead.  

 

20. Pass through a gate into a field. Ignore a stile to your left and carry straight on and over another stile with steps

down. 

 

21. Take a diagonal route through the field (following the arrow of the footpath marker), taking care as there are areas

of mud and marshy ground.  Head towards a gate where you will find a stile in the fence. 

 

22. Climb the stile and turn left (with field boundary on your left). Proceed to the bottom of the field, over another stile

and descend some steps into the next field. 

 

23. Proceed to the other side of the field, taking care as the ground is boggy in parts.  Pass through a gap in the fence

and skirt the boundary of a private garden, crossing a stream with a pond to your right. 

 

24. Proceed to a small gate in the wall of the property. Turn left and walk along the drive-cum-road. 

 

25. Turn right onto a road with a river to your left and walk slightly uphill to a main road. 

 

26. Turn left at the main road (signposted Ashley). 

 

27. Take the first turning on the left along Station Road (signposted Mobberley Station) and return to your starting

point, close to the Railway Inn. 


